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Discussing law in scripture.



28 God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and increase, fill the earth and subdue it, have 
dominion over the fish in the sea, the birds of the air, 
and every living thing that moves on the earth.’ 
29 God also said, ‘Throughout the earth I give you all 
plants that bear seed, and every tree that bears fruit 
with seed: they shall be yours for food. 30 All green 
plants I give for food to the wild animals, to all the 
birds of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, every living creature.’ So it was;
(Genesis 1:28-30) 

The Revised English Bible. (1996). (Ge 1:28–30). Cambridge; New York; Melbourne; Madrid; Cape 
Town; Singapore; São Paulo; Delhi; Dubai; Tokyo: Cambridge University Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/reb?ref=BibleREB.Ge1.28&off=0&ctx=le+he+created+them.%0a%7E28%C2%A0God+blessed+them+


16 ‘You may eat from any tree in the garden’, he 
told the man, 17 ‘except from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil; the day you eat 
from that, you are surely doomed to die.’
(Genesis 2:16-17) 
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SOME FUNCTIONS OF LAW

 Authorization

 Assignment

 Prohibition

 Permission

 Limitation



When I look up at your heavens, the work of your fingers,

at the moon and the stars you have set in place,

what is a frail mortal, that you should be mindful of him,

a human being, that you should take notice of him?

Yet you have made him little less than a god,

crowning his head with glory and honour.

You make him master over all that you have made,

putting everything in subjection under his feet:

all sheep and oxen, all the wild beasts,

the birds in the air, the fish in the sea,

and everything that moves along ocean paths.

(Psalm 8:3-8)
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“

”

As far as Paul is concerned, salvation has always 
been dependent on god’s initiative alone, that is, 
on grace. It is God who calls, who loves, who 
justifies. It was so with Abraham and the 
patriarchs, and it is so to this day.

Herold Weiss, Meditations on the Letters of Paul, 113

https://energiondirect.com/product/meditations-on-the-letters-of-paul-direct/
https://energiondirect.com/product/meditations-on-the-letters-of-paul-direct/


7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul.
The Lord’s instruction never fails;
it makes the simple wise.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right
and give joy to the heart.
The commandment of the Lord is pure
and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is unsullied; it abides for ever.
The Lord’s judgements are true and righteous every one,
10 more to be desired than gold, pure gold in plenty,
sweeter than honey dripping from the comb.
11 It is through them that your servant is warned;
in obeying them is great reward.
(Psalm 19:7-11)
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